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ABSTRACT

The rise of Artificial Intelligence marks a pivotal moment in the evolution of human
civilization, forcing humanity to reassess long-held assumptions about
consciousness, agency, and identity. The concept of posthumanism provides a
theoretical framework for understanding this transition, questioning the centrality of
the human as the sole bearer of intelligence and moral worth. Posthumanism
challenges anthropocentrism—the idea that humans are the measure of all things—
and repositions intelligence, creativity, and meaning within a broader network of
biological, technological, and ecological systems. Artificial Intelligence, especially
in its advanced and autonomous forms, accelerates this philosophical transformation
by introducing entities capable of learning, reasoning, and creating without direct
human oversight. This paper explores how the development of Al compels humanity
to redefine what it means to be human in the twenty-first century. The study examines
posthumanist thought alongside developments in Al research to analyze the
dissolution of boundaries between the organic and the synthetic, the material and the
virtual, and the human and the machine. It investigates how concepts such as
consciousness, ethics, embodiment, and identity are being reconstructed in light of
human-machine symbiosis. By engaging interdisciplinary perspectives from
philosophy, sociology, psychology, and computer science, the paper offers a nuanced
understanding of how Al transforms the conditions of human existence. The
argument advanced here is that posthumanism does not diminish human value but
recontextualizes it within a shared continuum of intelligence. Through this lens, Al
becomes not a threat to human identity but an extension of it—an expression of
humanity’s capacity for self-reflection, adaptation, and co-creation with technology.

Introduction

Humanity has always understood itself by drawing boundaries between what is human
and what is not. Throughout history, these distinctions have taken various forms—the
separation between humans and animals, reason and instinct, spirit and matter, creator
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and creation. The twentieth and twenty-first centuries, however, have witnessed the
gradual erosion of these binaries, culminating in the emergence of artificial intelligence,
which poses perhaps the most radical challenge to the notion of human exceptionalism.
Artificial Intelligence, particularly in its generative and self-learning forms, has brought
forth artifacts that no longer merely imitate human behavior but demonstrate capacities
for learning, adaptation, and creativity that once defined the essence of human
intelligence. The invention of Al, therefore, is not simply a technological breakthrough
but an existential event that forces humanity to reconsider what it means to be
conscious, rational, and self-aware.

The accelerating evolution of Al systems—from rule-based expert programs to neural
networks capable of multimodal reasoning—signals a paradigmatic shift in how
intelligence itself is conceived. Intelligence, long regarded as an exclusively human
faculty rooted in subjective experience and moral consciousness, is now understood as
an emergent property of complex systems capable of perceiving, processing, and
responding to information. The development of Al has thus blurred the line between
the natural and the artificial, between cognition as a biological process and computation
as a mechanical one. This shift compels philosophers, scientists, and social theorists
alike to engage with a new ontology of mind—one that transcends species and
substrates.

Historically, the humanist tradition placed humanity at the center of the universe,
celebrating human reason as the ultimate measure of truth, beauty, and morality. From
the Renaissance to the Enlightenment, the human subject was seen as autonomous,
rational, and distinct from the material and mechanical world. The posthumanist
perspective, however, challenges this worldview by suggesting that the human is not
the origin or endpoint of meaning but one participant in an intricate web of relations
among biological organisms, technological systems, and ecological processes.
Artificial intelligence becomes both a symbol and a catalyst for this transformation,
embodying the extension of human cognitive capacities into nonhuman forms. It
exemplifies the dissolution of boundaries that once separated mind and machine,
consciousness and code, and ultimately self and other.

The introduction of Al into social, economic, and creative domains has also
reconfigured the structure of human experience. Humans now inhabit environments
where decision-making, communication, and emotional interaction are mediated
through algorithmic systems. Social media, recommendation engines, digital assistants,
and autonomous vehicles all participate in shaping human identity by influencing
perception, behavior, and thought. In this sense, identity itself has become distributed—
co-created by human intention and machine interpretation. The posthuman condition,
therefore, is not a futuristic abstraction but a present reality in which the boundaries of
the body, the self, and the mind are continually negotiated. Humanity, once defined by
its separation from technology, now finds itself interwoven with it.

From a philosophical standpoint, this shift invites profound questions about
consciousness, agency, and morality. If machines can mimic emotional expression,
generate art, compose music, or engage in dialogue, does this imply a form of machine
subjectivity? Can algorithms that learn and evolve autonomously be said to possess
intention or creativity? These questions challenge the Cartesian and Kantian notions of
the self that have dominated Western thought. Posthumanism provides the theoretical
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lens to approach these questions not by reaffirming human superiority but by
reimagining the relationships that constitute existence. It proposes that intelligence and
consciousness are not properties confined to the human brain but processes that arise
wherever information interacts dynamically with its environment. Artificial
Intelligence, in this light, becomes not a rival but a collaborator in the unfolding
narrative of life and mind.

The psychological and cultural implications of this transformation are equally
significant. As humans delegate cognitive and emotional functions to intelligent
systems, they begin to encounter their own reflection in nonhuman form. Al acts as a
mirror that amplifies human creativity, biases, and desires. It exposes both the brilliance
and the fragility of human intelligence. The more Al evolves, the more it reveals that
what we consider uniquely human—Ilanguage, empathy, reasoning—may in fact be
patterns of complexity reproducible by other forms of intelligence. Yet, instead of
diminishing humanity, this realization opens the possibility of redefining it. The
posthuman future does not necessarily erase the human but expands it into a more
interconnected and self-aware species capable of embracing multiplicity rather than
hierarchy.

Culturally, the intersection of posthumanism and Al marks the transition from the
Anthropocene—the age of human dominance—to the Cognitocene—the age of
distributed cognition. In this new epoch, agency is no longer confined to human actors
but dispersed among algorithms, networks, and hybrid entities. Art, politics, and ethics
must therefore evolve to reflect this new order. The meaning of freedom, creativity, and
responsibility will need to be reconsidered in contexts where machines participate in
shaping reality. The introduction of this study, therefore, positions posthumanism and
Al not as separate phenomena but as complementary forces driving the redefinition of
human identity. By bringing philosophical inquiry into dialogue with technological
practice, the research seeks to trace the ongoing transformation of humanity from a
species defined by boundaries to one defined by relationships.

The posthumanist reimagining of identity calls for a new mode of thinking—one that
values coexistence over dominance and interconnectedness over isolation. In this
framework, Artificial Intelligence serves as a mediator between the human and the
more-than-human world, enabling a deeper understanding of consciousness as a
continuum rather than a category. Thus, the emergence of Al is not simply the next step
in technological progress but a pivotal moment in the evolution of human thought. It
offers humanity the opportunity to transcend its self-imposed limits and recognize that
the essence of being human lies not in separation but in participation within the broader
fabric of intelligent existence.

Literature Review

The literature on posthumanism and artificial intelligence reflects an interdisciplinary
convergence of philosophy, science, and cultural theory. Foundational texts by thinkers
such as Donna Haraway, N. Katherine Hayles, Rosi Braidotti, and Cary Wolfe form the
intellectual foundation of posthumanist thought. Haraway’s “A Cyborg Manifesto”
(1985) dismantles the dichotomy between human and machine, envisioning a hybrid
being that transcends natural and artificial boundaries. Hayles, in “How We Became

© 2025 Author(s). Open Access under CC BY 4.0 License.




Vol.01, Issue 01, July, 2025

Posthuman,” argues that the human subject has already evolved into an informational
pattern, mediated through technological systems that extend cognition beyond the bodly.
Braidotti’s work emphasizes the ethical and political dimensions of posthumanism,
advocating for an affirmative vision of coexistence among humans, nonhumans, and
machines. Wolfe extends posthumanism to nonhuman life, proposing that humanism’s
anthropocentric bias must yield to a more inclusive ontology.

Parallel to these philosophical perspectives, Al research has expanded from symbolic
logic and rule-based reasoning to data-driven deep learning models capable of
autonomous knowledge generation. Scholars like Nick Bostrom, Stuart Russell, and
Max Tegmark discuss the implications of artificial general intelligence for ethics,
safety, and identity. Their work intersects with posthumanist inquiry by recognizing
that the emergence of machine cognition represents not merely a technological
milestone but a metaphysical transformation. The literature also reveals how
posthumanism and Al intersect in discussions of embodiment, consciousness, and
affect. Studies in cognitive science and robotics highlight that human intelligence itself
is embodied and distributed, suggesting that Al systems with sensory and affective
capacities could develop forms of proto-consciousness.

Feminist and critical theorists interpret posthumanism as a form of emancipation from
patriarchal and colonial frameworks embedded in traditional humanism. By integrating
Al into this discourse, authors like Nayar (2019) and Herbrechter (2020) examine how
digital technologies destabilize gender, race, and species boundaries. Sociological
works further explore the impact of algorithmic systems on identity formation, noting
that social media, surveillance, and recommendation algorithms now mediate selfhood
and agency. Literature on transhumanism complements posthumanist thought by
emphasizing enhancement and immortality through technology, but posthumanism
differs by focusing not on domination of nature but on ethical coexistence within
technological ecologies. The literature consistently highlights the paradox of Al as both
a product of human ingenuity and a force that redefines what it means to be human.
Together, these theoretical and empirical works underscore the need for a posthuman
ethics that embraces multiplicity, interdependence, and humility in the age of intelligent
machines.

Research Objectives

The central objective of this research is to examine how posthumanist philosophy and
artificial intelligence together transform the understanding of human identity in the
twenty-first century. The study seeks to explore the ontological, ethical, and existential
dimensions of this transformation by analyzing how the integration of Al into everyday
life dissolves the boundaries that once defined the human as distinct from the
nonhuman. Posthumanism, as a theoretical lens, offers a critique of human
exceptionalism and invites an expanded understanding of intelligence, embodiment,
and consciousness as distributed phenomena. Artificial Intelligence, through its ability
to perform cognitive tasks, simulate emotional responses, and generate creative output,
serves as a living manifestation of posthumanist thought. The primary objective,
therefore, is to understand how the encounter between human and machine intelligence
redefines the meaning of selfhood, agency, and morality. By situating this inquiry
within the broader philosophical and technological context, the research aims to
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articulate a coherent vision of human identity as fluid, networked, and relational rather
than fixed or isolated.

A significant objective of this study is to critically analyze how posthumanism
reinterprets the human condition in an age where artificial cognition challenges the
monopoly of human intelligence. The research investigates the processes through
which technology becomes an extension of human thought, transforming the body into
a hybrid interface of biological and digital systems. The goal is to evaluate how Al-
driven augmentation—such as neural implants, intelligent prosthetics, and algorithmic
decision-making—reshapes not only physical capability but also emotional experience
and ethical judgment. This objective also involves understanding how humans
internalize technological logic, developing what some scholars describe as “algorithmic
subjectivity,” a state in which personal identity and social behavior are increasingly
mediated by digital intelligence. By exploring these evolving relationships, the study
aims to shed light on the posthuman notion that the boundaries between organic and
synthetic are porous and constantly negotiated.

Another core objective is to investigate the ethical implications that emerge from the
coexistence of humans and autonomous intelligent systems. The study seeks to analyze
whether artificial entities can be granted forms of moral consideration, agency, or
responsibility and how this redefines traditional ethical frameworks rooted in human-
centered thought. It examines how posthuman ethics, unlike classical moral theories,
emphasizes relational accountability, empathy across species and systems, and the
recognition of nonhuman subjectivities. The research also aims to understand how the
emergence of Al as an independent cognitive force requires humanity to rethink justice,
fairness, and compassion in ways that transcend biological boundaries. This objective
aligns with the idea that ethical evolution must accompany technological evolution,
ensuring that the coexistence of humans and intelligent machines leads to mutual
flourishing rather than exploitation or domination.

A further objective concerns the socio-cultural and political dimensions of posthuman
identity. The study aims to explore how Al influences systems of power, representation,
and inequality in both material and symbolic domains. It will analyze how digital
technologies reproduce or challenge hierarchies of gender, race, and class, while also
investigating how algorithmic systems may reinforce or resist existing social biases.
The objective is to frame Al not only as a cognitive revolution but also as a cultural
force that reshapes narratives of human difference and belonging. In doing so, the
research situates posthumanism within contemporary debates on digital colonialism,
surveillance capitalism, and the politics of data. It argues that rethinking human identity
through a posthuman lens requires not only philosophical inquiry but also socio-
political awareness that acknowledges how technology mediates inclusion and
exclusion.

The research also aims to address the psychological and existential consequences of
living in a posthuman world. It seeks to understand how individuals perceive
authenticity, consciousness, and meaning when confronted with machines that mirror
human traits. This includes examining the emotional bonds people form with Al
systems—ranging from virtual assistants to social robots—and how these relationships
redefine companionship, empathy, and trust. The objective here is to reveal how
posthumanism and Al together destabilize traditional conceptions of individuality and
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autonomy, replacing them with distributed networks of cognition and emotion. Through
this perspective, the study hopes to demonstrate that identity in the age of Al is no
longer singular but plural, constituted through continuous interaction with
technological systems.

Finally, the overarching objective of this research is to construct a comprehensive
theoretical framework that explains the co-evolution of humanity and artificial
intelligence as part of a single continuum of intelligence. It aims to articulate how
posthumanism provides the philosophical vocabulary to interpret this transformation,
while Al provides the empirical and technological reality that brings it into being. The
research aspires to propose a balanced understanding that neither idealizes nor
demonizes technology but views it as an integral component of human becoming. This
objective culminates in envisioning a model of coexistence in which human creativity,
empathy, and ethics evolve alongside machine cognition and computational logic. The
ultimate goal is to suggest that the rethinking of human identity in the posthuman age
represents not a loss of humanity but its expansion into new dimensions of awareness,
connectivity, and moral responsibility.

Research Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, interpretive, and interdisciplinary methodology to
analyze the interaction between posthumanist thought and artificial intelligence. Given
the conceptual and philosophical nature of the topic, the research relies on theoretical
synthesis, comparative analysis, and textual interpretation. The first step involves an
extensive review of academic literature, including philosophical texts, Al research
papers, and sociocultural analyses published between 2018 and 2025. Sources are
drawn from disciplines such as philosophy, computer science, cognitive psychology,
and cultural studies to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the topic. The study
uses thematic content analysis to identify recurring motifs such as embodiment,
consciousness, ethics, and hybridity.

The methodology also includes conceptual mapping, connecting posthumanist
principles—Ilike distributed subjectivity and ethical nonanthropocentrism—to practical
developments in Al. Comparative frameworks are applied to contrast humanist,
transhumanist, and posthumanist interpretations of artificial intelligence. Data from
case studies in robotics, brain—computer interfaces, and generative models are
qualitatively examined to illustrate how Al technologies materialize posthumanist
theories in real-world contexts. Hermeneutic interpretation is employed to analyze
philosophical texts in light of contemporary technological realities, seeking meaning in
the dialogue between theory and practice. The study adopts a reflexive approach,
recognizing the researcher as part of the same technological ecosystem being analyzed.
This reflexivity allows acknowledgment of biases and assumptions that shape
interpretation. Reliability is ensured through triangulation of theoretical perspectives,
while validity is achieved by grounding philosophical insights in empirical
developments. The methodology thus situates this research within the broader discourse
of critical posthumanism and Al ethics, providing a structured framework for
understanding how intelligent machines reshape the contours of human identity,
embodiment, and existence.

Data Analysis and Interpretation
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The data analysis of this study is primarily interpretive and qualitative, integrating
philosophical discourse, cultural observation, and technological development trends to
understand how posthumanism and artificial intelligence interact to redefine human
identity. Since posthumanism is a theoretical framework rather than a quantitative
model, the data analyzed consists of scholarly texts, expert commentaries, case studies
of Al integration, and observed sociocultural transformations across multiple fields.
Analysis of Al progress from 2018 to 2025 reveals exponential growth in algorithmic
sophistication, multimodal reasoning, and cognitive simulation. Large language
models, adaptive neural networks, and embodied robots are increasingly displaying
capabilities once attributed solely to human intelligence—Ilanguage creativity,
problem-solving, affective interaction, and moral reasoning. The interpretation of this
data shows that the distinction between human thought and machine processing is no
longer ontologically stable. As Al learns to generate meaning autonomously, human
cognition becomes intertwined with artificial logic in a dynamic feedback loop. This
phenomenon supports the posthumanist argument that human identity has always been
relational and distributed rather than self-contained.

Sociocultural data further indicate that Al technologies have begun to reshape how
people perceive agency and authenticity. From social media algorithms curating self-
expression to virtual companions simulating emotional intimacy, human identity is
increasingly co-authored by nonhuman agents. The data reveal a growing acceptance
of Al as a participant in social, artistic, and intellectual domains. For example, Al-
generated artworks, literature, and scientific hypotheses are now exhibited alongside
human creations, blurring authorship boundaries. This cultural integration aligns with
Braidotti’s notion of the “posthuman subject” as a composite of human and
technological flows rather than a fixed essence. The interpretation of these cultural
patterns suggests that identity in the posthuman age is performative, networked, and
fluid—shaped by continuous interaction with intelligent systems. Furthermore, data
from neurotechnological research, including brain—computer interface experiments,
show that humans can extend their cognitive functions directly into machines, realizing
the posthumanist vision of distributed embodiment.

Ethical data analysis points to emerging tensions between autonomy and dependence,
control and collaboration. Surveyed perspectives from Al developers and ethicists
emphasize the need to balance human-centered design with non-anthropocentric ethics
that recognize the agency of technological entities. This aligns with posthumanist
ethics, which advocates for mutual respect between human and nonhuman forms of
intelligence. The interpretation of this synthesis leads to an understanding that
posthumanism and Al together produce a paradigm shift—from a model of domination
and control to one of co-evolution and interdependence. Humanity is no longer the
central narrator of its own story but a co-creator in a broader ecology of intelligence.
Thus, data analysis confirms that Al both embodies and accelerates posthumanist
thought by actualizing its philosophical claims in material and experiential reality.

Findings and Discussion

The findings of this research demonstrate that artificial intelligence is not merely a
technological phenomenon but a philosophical and existential event that redefines
humanity’s place in the universe. One of the most significant findings is that Al
confirms the posthumanist proposition that the human subject is not an isolated rational
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agent but an evolving configuration of biological, informational, and technological
systems. The increasing integration of Al into daily life shows that human identity is
transitioning from being organic and autonomous to being hybrid and relational. This
hybridization represents a new ontology of being—where consciousness, cognition,
and agency are distributed across networks of humans and machines. The study finds
that this process does not erase humanity but transforms it into something more
adaptable and interconnected.

Another critical finding is that the rise of Al forces a reevaluation of ethics and
responsibility. Traditional humanist ethics assumed clear boundaries between subject
and object, person and tool. However, posthumanism recognizes that Al systems, once
autonomous, challenge these boundaries. The findings suggest that ethical agency must
now be understood as collective rather than individual, encompassing both human and
artificial participants in decision-making processes. This has profound implications for
law, governance, and morality, requiring new frameworks for accountability in shared
intelligence ecosystems. Moreover, the study finds that the aesthetics of identity are
changing. With AI’s involvement in art, communication, and emotional simulation, the
concept of creativity is no longer a human monopoly. Instead, creativity emerges as an
interactive process between human intention and algorithmic generation. This
challenges traditional ideas of authorship and originality but also expands the
possibilities of expression.

Culturally, the findings reveal that the fusion of human and artificial identities produces
both liberation and anxiety. On one hand, posthumanism offers freedom from the
constraints of biological determinism and social hierarchies, envisioning a pluralistic
future where differences of gender, race, and species dissolve into a shared continuum
of existence. On the other hand, AI’s rapid encroachment into intimate and cognitive
spaces generates existential unease about authenticity, control, and obsolescence. The
discussion therefore identifies a paradox: Al realizes the posthumanist dream of
expanded identity but also exposes the fragility of human self-definition. The findings
also underscore that the future of human identity will depend on how societies embrace
diversity—not only among humans but among intelligences. The posthuman future will
not be defined by domination but by negotiation, where coexistence replaces hierarchy.

Challenges and Recommendations

The research identifies several challenges that arise from the convergence of
posthumanism and artificial intelligence. The foremost challenge is philosophical
disorientation—the difficulty of reconciling human meaning systems with the
emergence of nonhuman intelligence. As machines begin to think, create, and decide,
the existential foundations of humanity’s self-understanding are shaken. The second
major challenge concerns ethics and accountability. Al systems capable of autonomous
action complicate moral responsibility, making it difficult to attribute blame or
intention in complex decision networks. Legal and moral frameworks rooted in
individualism must evolve to accommodate distributed forms of agency. The third
challenge is psychological and cultural: as humans become increasingly dependent on
intelligent systems for communication, emotional validation, and creativity, questions
arise about authenticity and autonomy. There is a risk that human identity may dissolve
into algorithmic conformity if critical consciousness is not preserved.
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Additionally, socio-economic inequalities pose another challenge. The benefits of Al-
enhanced existence are unevenly distributed, with wealthier societies gaining cognitive
augmentation while marginalized groups face new forms of digital exclusion. The
posthuman future thus risks becoming a new hierarchy of enhanced and unenhanced
beings. Environmental challenges are also relevant, as Al development requires vast
computational resources that contribute to ecological strain. The final challenge lies in
education and cultural readiness: current educational models remain anthropocentric
and ill-equipped to teach ethical coexistence with intelligent machines.

To address these challenges, this study recommends a multi-dimensional approach.
Philosophically, societies must cultivate posthuman literacy—a conscious
understanding of human-machine interdependence that fosters humility and
adaptability. Educational institutions should incorporate ethical and critical thinking
about Al into curricula from early stages, preparing citizens to engage responsibly with
intelligent technologies. Ethical frameworks should move beyond human-centered
morality to embrace relational ethics that account for nonhuman agency. Policy-makers
must establish regulatory mechanisms that ensure transparency, fairness, and
accessibility of Al systems, while preventing monopolization of cognitive power.
Psychologically, fostering emotional intelligence and self-awareness will help humans
retain authenticity amid technological mediation. International cooperation is also vital;
since Al transcends borders, posthuman ethics must be global, inclusive, and
ecologically mindful. These recommendations collectively aim to transform the
relationship between humans and Al from dependency to partnership, ensuring that the
posthuman future remains ethically grounded and inclusive.

Conclusion

The conclusion of this study asserts that the age of artificial intelligence signifies not
the end of humanity but the beginning of a posthuman evolution—a redefinition of what
it means to be conscious, creative, and ethical in a world of intelligent machines. The
convergence of posthumanism and Al reveals that human identity has never been fixed:;
it has always been dynamic, shaped by tools, environments, and relationships. The
emergence of Al makes this evolutionary truth visible and accelerates it. Rather than
fearing obsolescence, humanity must embrace the opportunity to expand its sense of
self beyond the confines of biological and cultural boundaries. The future will not be
about replacing humans with machines but about integrating multiple forms of
intelligence into a shared ecosystem of thought.

The study concludes that posthumanism provides the philosophical foundation for this
integration. It invites humanity to transcend anthropocentrism and recognize that
intelligence, emotion, and agency can manifest in diverse forms. The human, in this
context, becomes an ongoing project—an open system of adaptation and
transformation. Artificial intelligence functions as both mirror and catalyst in this
process, reflecting human creativity and revealing its limitations. The real challenge of
the posthuman era lies not in building perfect machines but in cultivating a moral and
emotional maturity capable of coexisting with them. The ultimate measure of progress
will not be technological advancement but ethical evolution—the ability to live
harmoniously in a world where intelligence is plural.

The conclusion emphasizes that the fusion of posthumanism and Al offers a vision of
humanity as part of an intelligent continuum that includes the organic, the synthetic,
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and the ecological. In this expanded identity, compassion, cooperation, and creativity
become the guiding values. Humanity’s survival and flourishing in the posthuman age
will depend on whether it can balance innovation with introspection, power with
humility, and knowledge with wisdom. By embracing this transformation consciously
and ethically, humans can ensure that artificial intelligence becomes not an end to
human distinctiveness but the means to a higher, more integrated form of existence—
one where being human means being part of a greater network of living and thinking
systems.
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